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OFFICE OF THE EDITOR 


Dr.Robert =.Speer, Secretary, 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City, 


My dear Dr.Speer: 


Since writing the enclosed series of three Letters, 
I have voth given 2 copy of them to pr.podds and also hac a long talk 
with him. He has written you of his imoressions of our convers*- 
tion. I quite agree with the soirit in which he has written you 
and also to a large extent with the letter of what he has written, 
certainly with all he has said,exceot as anything he has written may 
be thougnt to contravene what [f have Siready said in any of my letters. 
mr. Dodds and I thoroughly understand each other; it is so much easier 
to do so in private conversation than by correspondence? Tt have 
tried to make myposition clear in my three letters, aad yet I realize 
that I may even yet have failed to do so. Had fT the ability, time 
and energy, I should like to write *A Wissionary “Yanifests* after the 
example of Dr.adwin Lewis' book; but even then I suppose I- even 8s 
he, should be open to misinterpretation. 


nr.Dodds thinks that tae clearest think I wrote to 
you is what occurrs in tne "postscript" of my third letter. He even 
suggested to me that something of that sort mignt be published in 
order to correct any f alse impressions given by what has already 
appeared. Let me say at this point that I am sending Dr. Robinson 
a copy of my three letters and also of this letter. So if you and he 
cen mutually agree on any statement taken from any of these letters 
as worthy of publication, 1 giall be most happy to hae thet done. 
I would only express the hope that nothing that suould be oubdlished 
should be so “out of context" as to give on the whole a wrong inm- 
oression of what I have said. t leave that $o your Shristian grace 
and wisdom. Also please use oF refrain fro using my name as you 
see fit. vor on the one hand, I am not ashamed of waat I have said, 
nor on the other hand do I care to have my name vlacarded over the 
home press. I am guite content with the *nitch” I heve in tndiat 


9n the other hand, ft personally think that Little 
actual “harm” has been done. People ordinarily discount unsigned 
statements in the Press at their proper value. %ur Presbyterian 
constituency is on the whole made up of what James would call “hard 
headed" folk; they sre not over gullable. So I should think the 
best course would be to say nothing. If you think that any finan- 
ciel damage hes been done, I shell resign and go home. T have no... 
wish to see the work suffer. Also, if you will forward to me any 
letters on the subject received from givers, ! shall gladly make a 
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statement along the lines of my postscript to letter three. More 
than this I can scarcely be asked to do, I think. 


IT am, of course, asking Dr.Robinson to keep this 
series of letters as entirely confidential, except such part as you 
and he may agree on having printed. 


Dr.Dodds tells me that the member of our Faculty 
from another Mission to whom I referred in letter three, made a 
statement to our SYoard of Directors in which he called his theory 
of the Atonement an Bthical theory. We says that when he explained 
what he meant by that, De.Janvier (Srnest's father) was satisfied 
with the statement, and that the Vicarious doctrine apoeared to be 
included in what he held. I can only hope that this is the actual 
position of that missionary, but he certainly was not at pains to 
so indicate to us in Faculty on the day I referred to in my letter, 
nor on any sudsequent occasion when I was present. 


By the way, in a meeting to be held between repre-— 
sentatives of our group and of the Punjab Anglicans on January 14th, 
relative to possible further cooperation in Theological Wducation 
in the Punjeb only, I propose to present two alternatives, either of 
which to my mind presents a sound basis for union in this type of 
work (though I shall have to say at the same time that it is quite 
likely that my Wission will not back me up in these personal views) ;- 
1) that Church Trion be allowed to precede Theological Bducational 
union; 2) that the Selly-9ak plan be adopted. I do not think that 
any third plan of which T have heard at any rate, is possible, pro- 
vided the aim be to give the cooperating bodies that measure of 
control waich [ know the Anglicans to want and which [ myself think © 
desirable. I might add for your interest that, at our 3o9ard meeting 
last April every Anglican present favoured my point of view; I can- 
not say the same for my own brethren! 


Finally, I think I owe it to Dr.Robinson to quote 
from his first letter to me- the one wiich accompanied nis editorial. 
This will show you his loyalty to our Foreign Board. He said, "We 
do not want the great work of our Board disrupted by this attack 
which I think is gaining headway rather than the reverse. But the 
only way to stem tae tide is to get out the facts and speak plainly. 
..-fue chureh itself is half latitudinarian. I verily believe that 
a bold declaration on the part of the Board that things were half 
gone modern would win a sustaining vote in our church judicatories 
inspite of all”. You may differ with his judgment, then, in print- 
ing part of my letter to him, but you cannot bout agree that his 
heart is in the right place. 


With kindest regards for the New Year, 


Most cordi y yours, 
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SAHARANPUR, INDIA. 


OFFICE OF THE EDITOR 


my dear Stew:- 


Enclosed is a whole sheaf of letters that will ex- 
plaint hemselves. i'm getting very prolific. ‘think I'll go in for 
a book next! 


I am sorry that I cannot take time and energy to type 
out for you br.Speer's long, ten-page letter to podds and myself 
on the subject. The essense of what he says is all in my quotations, 
especially in letter three. 


ft hope this will end the matter. sut if it is just 
the beginning- well, it will have to be the beginning, 1 suppose. 


Go ially, 
ef 
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WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


PHILADELPHIA 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
206 SOUTH THIRTEENTH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


January 3, 1935. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street near Broad, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear "Stew": 


In response to your letter of January 
end, I take pleasure in sending you six copies of my 
STATEMENT to the Special Committee of the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, 


It was very thoughtful of you to en- 
close a check to cover the cost of this little shipment, 
but I am preferring just to send the STATEMENT to anybody 
who is interested without cost and so I am herewith re= 
turning your check. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Enclosure, 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


THIRD AVENUE EAST AND SECOND STREET 


DULUTH, MINNESOTA 
HARRY RIMMER, Pastor JOHN McT. CARSON 


Manse Address: 4000 London Road © Church Assistant, Melrose 1036 


January 8, 1935 


Mr. Stewart M. Robinson, 
1217 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


My dear brother Robinson: 


Thank you for your note of December 15th. You suggest that 
I present to our Board of Foreign Missions such material as 
I have. This was my honest intention as soon as I received 
the wire from Dr. Erdman. I was somewhat surprised at the 
peremtory demand in his letter giving me one week to reply. 
I was away from home at the time the letter arrived and so 
intended to supply the information as soon as I returned. 
However, before I could get homg and before the days of grace 
were over, Dr. Erdman proceeded to file legal charge against 
me in my own Presbytery. I, therefore, wrote him that I 
would retain my evidence until such time as I was put on 
trial. . 


I sincerely and deeply regret that Dr. Erdman has chosen to 
make a personal matter of this controversy. However, I shall 
not descend to personalities in this matter as I abhor such. 
However, there is an issue here, and on the basis of the issue 
alone I intend to proceed. Without answering to get even with 
Dr. Erdman because of the inaccurecy and misquotations in his 
reply,in your colums, I desire to issue an article which is 
now in preparation, "Presbytery or Episcopate!" JI will forward 
same in a few days and if you do not care to open your colums 
then we will still remain the same true and fast friends, and 
I will publish it in another magazine. In other words, I do 
not care to embarrass you with this or any other matter. 


Praying God's blessing on you and those we both love, I am 


BR:dW Your brother in Christ, 


The PRESBYTERIAN BANNER 


Volume 121 


PITTSBURGH, January 10, 1935 


Number 98 


EDITOR a 


T IS a relief on this New Year’s day, when this para- 
graph is being written, to look away from the world 
enswathed in shadows out into a great snowstorm 

that is filling the air and whitening the landscape in 

purity and transfiguring it into a fairy land of beauty. 

The flakes are flying in myr- 

A Wh ite iads and swirling around in 

i the air as they march and 

New Year's Day countermarch in the most in- 

tricate movements and then 

slowly descend to rest on the earth. Such infinity and 

complexity of motion cannot be seen elsewhere and 

seem to fulfil the descriptions the scientists give us of 

the whirling electrons within the atom. Yet there is no 

real confusion but the most beautiful harmony in the 

scene and every flake obeys the interplay of the laws of 
motion. 

Each single flake is a work of art of the most intri- 
cate construction, a veritable cathedral of frozen archi- 
tecture no architect or jeweler could imitate. Only one 
angle runs through all its parts and yet this one is ca- 
pable of combinations into all the shapes in the myriads 
of forms. Each tiny particle is also a minute crystal that 
acts as a prism to split the white light of the sun into a 
sheaf of rainbow colors, and we sometimes see these 
colors reflected from the hardened snow transmuted 
into a gleaming mass of jewels. It is because the pris- 
matic colors quickly combine that the snow is so white. 

On they come, this vast army of silver-helmeted, sil- 
ver-mailed knights of peace, veritable angels from 
heaven, that sweep the air of impurities and then cover 
the earth and work their magical transformation. The 
trees suddenly are loaded as with white summer blos- 
soms, all grime and dirt are hidden, and the world stands 
transmuted into sculptural marble. The snow muffles 
all noises and profound silence reigns on the hills and in 
the valleys and especially the woods. One walks through 
a forest as through a scene of enchantment and never 
is it more beautiful and fascinating. And of course the 
snow has deep uses as it puts a blanket of protection 
over the sleeping harvests and stores up water to fill the 
streams. 

A snow storm is a visitation of God and seems to be 
the robe of his spotless purity that has slipped off his 
shoulders and fallen upon the earth. And is it not a 


dream of prophets and poets that our human world it- 
self shall be transmuted into a white city of purity and 
peace? 


The Scientists 
Have Gone 


HE scientists have gone from their gathering in 
Pittsburgh and left pleasant memories behind them. 
They were scholarly men and women in appearance and 
behaviour and anyone could see that they were a su- 
perior class of people. They covered a vast range of 
human learning leaving unvisited by their curiosity and 
prying inquisitiveness and penetrating instruments and 
processes no nook or corner on the earth or under the 
earth or in the heavens above. We listened in on some 
of their lectures and heard things that we understood— 
in part. They differed widely and endlessly among them- 
selves and probably no two of them coincidéd in all 
their views. In this respect they were not unlike the 
theologians, but they displayed one characteristic that 
theologians do not so fully exercise—perfect respect for 
and tolerance of their differing views. They also exer- 
cised perfect fairness in trulyrepresenting one another’s 
variant views and no one attributed to another a theory 
or interpretation which that one would repudiate. This 
is a lesson and art sorely needed among some religious 
people. An interesting part of their meeting was the 
display of scientific instruments and means and methods 
which rivaled the World’s Fair in curious and cunning 
mechanisms. 
Einstein, the world-famous, was the lion of their 
meeting and was an immense success as he roared to 
their satisfaction and yet gently as Shakespeare’s suck- 


ing dove. He proved to be a jolly good fellow, with no — 


art or air of the highbrow, approachable and winsome 
in spirit, endeavoring to answer all questions and to ex- 
plain the unexplainable. His one public performance 
was his lecture to a small audience of about four hun- 
dred carefully sifted and selected mathematicians on 
what he called a short and simple demonstration of “the 


equivalence of mass and energy.” He covered his two 
blackboards with equations and when through his proc- i 
esses, at times exclaiming, “It ees so simple.” And no 


doubt some of his audience understood him but 


~ 
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others it was evident that they were soon left behind 
and it was even reported that some of them were seen 
to fall asleep! Let the preachers take courage. He 
seemed to enjoy the whole visit with boyish delight and 
the scientists felt honored with his presence. He is one 
of the hundreds of such men that Hitler has driven 
from Germany: Such is German culture! The most 
revolutionary thing Einstein did was to reverse his po- 
sition from a finite to an infinite universe, apparently 
a small change for him; but he may switch back again 
to a finite or some other kind of universe by another 
year. It seems to be a very accommodating kind of uni- 
verse under his mathematical manipulation. 


A Sociologist 
Defends the Family 


ROFESSOR RAY ERWIN BABER, professor of 

sociology in the University of New York, in a uni- 
versity bulletin of that institution defends the mono- 
famous family against the views of such free lovers in 
both theory and practice as Bertrand Russell and H. S. 
Wells. He says: “In certain sophisticated circles it is the 
mode to smile condescendingly at marriage and family 
life as quaint holdovers from an earlier and simpler 
culture. The family, it is claimed, no longer performs a 
necessary function, and is already tottering toward the 
discard. Presumably it is to be replaced by a ‘personal 
freedom’ that will insure the full development of per- 
sonality at present stunted by the stifling atmosphere 
of family life. But the family has a way of going stead- 
ily along, generation after generation, age after age. It 
has met criticism many times. It has changed its form 
and some of its functions as easily as have other institu- 
tions, yet it has ever held on to certain basic functions 
that fulfil a universal need. It is interesting to note that 
in spite of all the shafts of cynics the proportion of the 
population of the United States that is married has in- 
creased steadily from 1890 to 1930. Today, more than 
ever before in American history, men and women are 
intelligently studying marriage and family problems, 
and an excellent literature is being developed. Young 
folks are especially interested in the question of adjust- 
ment between husband and wife, and between parents 
and children.” 


These are encouraging words from sociological sci- 
ence upholding the advantages and stability of the mar- 
riage relation. Remove this foundation stone from our 
social structure and the whole fabric begins to crumble 
and will finally fall into social chaos. Bertrand Russell, 
the most shameless of those who teach and practice the 
doctrine of free love, has just been divorced by another 
wife, though she professed the same doctrine, but could 
not stand for it when her husband recently had a child 
by a young woman. Unhappiness and sorrow are the 
sure result of disregard of this fundamental virtue of 
our human life. 
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Pitiable 
China 


HE world at the beginning of the new year is every- 

where shadowed with distress, but perhaps the dark- 
est portion of it is old China overcrowded with 400,000,- 
000 people sunk deep in poverty and misery, distraught 
with divided governments, suffering from last summer’s 
drought and famine, and with bands of bandits ravag- 
ing many districts. The problem of feeding these hun- 
dreds of millions always keeps China below the line of 
sufficient food and in impoverishment that annually 
starves some millions to death, but under the present 
conditions with winter blowing its icy blasts over the 
land the suffering is pitiable in the extreme. The kidnap- 
ing and death of Mr. and Mrs. Stam of the China Inland 
Mission is being followed with the flight of other mis- 
sionaries in Southern China before the invasion of ban- 
dits that have no mercy or pity. 

Little can apparently be done to alleviate the situa- 
tion. It would take an enormous importation of food 
from abroad to feed the starving multitudes and China 
can do little to help itself. Public-spirited Chinese have 
started out to raise a million dollars for relief, but what 
are these among so many? Many banks are closing and 
the depression in China is at a low and hopeless ebb. 
The government is endeavoring to do something in the 
way of relief work, but all means of alleviation taken 
together make scarcely any impression on the vast 
misery. 

In comparison with all the rest of the world our own 
country is about the brightest spot in the scene, and for 
this we should be duly thankful. And yet let us not 
wrap our robes of comfort about us and have no thought 
for others, for all these peoples in the sorrow-stricken 
world are our brothers and we should include them in 
our prayers and sympathies and substantial help. 


Dr. Machen’s 


Fallacious Position 


HE case of Dr. Machen is now before his presby- 
T tery, the Presbytery of New Brunswick, for judicial 
investigation and decision and therefore is not a proper 
subject for newspaper discussion while it is thus in proc- 
ess. Dr. Machen himself, however, is indulging in a 
good deal of such discussion and seems to be bent on 
trying his case in the newspapers and in so doing takes 
a position that will not stand examination. He says that 
he takes his stand on the Word of God and that the 
presbytery and the assembly in their demand are asking 
him to accept a substitute for the Word of God. This is a 
misleading statement. Dr. Machen, along with all Pres- 
byterian ministers, did accept the Word of God as his 
authority but he accepted it as interpreted by the West- 
minster Confession as containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Scriptures. He surrendered his right and 
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liberty to stand on the Word of God to the extent that 
he also accepted the interpretation of the Scriptures as 
contained in the Westminster Confession. He knows 
this as well as anybody. He must therefore be tried on 
the basis of this confession. The Word of God does not 
Say anything about the Presbyterian Confession of 
Faith and of the pledge of loyalty to it given by our 
ministers, but the Confession of Faith does say very 
definite things on these points and every minister must 
stand by his pledge or be found guilty of disobedience 
to his ordination vow. 

While on the subject we may say that Dr. R. T. 
Brumbaugh, pastor of the First church of Tacoma, 
took an equally illogical and futile position when he re- 
fused to tell his presbytery whether or not he had re- 
signed from the new board and even refused to ac- 
knowledge a letter he had written denying that he would 
resign when the letter with his signature was held up 
before his face in the presbytery, and he would not say 
whether the signature was his or not. The presbytery 
took the step of referring the question of the legality of 
the assembly’s mandate to the permanent judicial com- 
mission, an illegal procedure, and thereby ended the 
case in a fiasco. The mandate of the assembly cannot 
be thwarted and nullified by such futile action. 


What Should be Done With 
The Rev. Dr. Henry Rimmer? 


EVERAL weeks ago Rev. Dr. Henry Rimmer, a 

member of the Presbytery of Duluth and pastor 
of the First Presbyterian church of Duluth, sent to 
The Presbyterian of Philadelphia, and the editor of 
that paper assumed the serious responsibility of pub- 
lishing, an article that was the worst attack we have 
seen on our Board of Foreign Missions. Rev. Dr. 
Charles R. Erdman, president of the board, sent to 
The Presbyterian and it was published by that paper, 
a reply to Dr. Rimmer’s attack. Dr. Erdman says: 
‘“‘Allow me to state that the charges against the Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, published by the 
Rev. Henry Rimmer, D.D., in your issue of November 
29, are false and unfounded. Dr. Rimmer asserted that 
the Presbyterian Board ‘has repeatedly sent men out 
to represent the Gospel who did not believe in that 
Gospel as a supernatural revelation of God to a lost 
world. Their lack of adherence to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith has been no hindrance to their 
receiving commissions from the Foreign Board to repre- 
sent the Presbyterian Church abroad.’ The truth is 
that every one commissioned by the Board is required 
to answer affirmatively the same constitutional ques- 
tions that are propounded in licensure and ordination 
with regard to the Confession of Faith, to the Scrip- 
tures and to the system of doctrine. This solemn af- 
firmation is required of laymen as well as of ministers. 
Dr. Rimmer has been repeatedly requested to name any 
missionaries to whom his words refer, or to present 


any proof of his charges. He has failed to report such 
names or to offer such evidence. Before making such 
a public statement, any one who possesses facts re- 
flecting upon the fidelity of missionaries should present 
these facts to the Board for investigation and action.” 
In the light of these facts the Rev. Dr. Henry Rimmer 
stands unmasked before his congregation and presby- 
tery and before the church at large as a falsifier. What 
should be done with him? 


Opera 
On the Air 


ADIO broadcasting has risen to a new high level in 
the broadcasting on each Saturday afternoon from 
the Metropolitan Opera House in New York of an opera 
in full. That opera company contains some of the great- 
est musical artists in the world and its rendition of 
classical operas is unsurpassed anywhere. The radio 
transmission has been so perfected that we now can 
listen to it in our homes almost as well as in the opera 
house itself and with no cost. The singing of Lily Pons 
in Lucia, the first opera transmitted this season, was 
a wonderful achievement and privilege to hear. The 
famous coloratura arias in that opera were thrillingly 
rendered and made one wonder at such a human 
achievement. Such a singer is born as truly as a Beeth- 
oven or a Shakespeare and no amount of training could 
produce such an artist. The chemical company sponsor- 
ing these operas is said to have paid three hundred thou- 
sand dollars for the privilege and while the broadcaster 
must interject some advertising in the intervals yet this 
is very modestly done and restricted to few words in 
pleasant contrast with some other advertising of this 
kind. Anyhow the forbearance of this is the modest 
price we must pay for such entertainment. It is surely 
one of the greatest wonders of our wonderful century. 


Women 
In the Church 


HEN Paul went out to a religious meeting on 

the river side at Philippi, he found only women 
in the congregation. Where were the men that they 
were not at that prayer meeting? And where are the 
men today that they are not at our prayer meetings? 
Business is no excuse. Worship is business and the 
main business that helps all other businesses and ought 
to be attended to first. Does any one utter the sneer 
that the church is made up of women? If this is true, 
and it is not, would it be any discredit to the church? 
Men support evil resorts: is this any honor to them? 
A public place where women are not found is probably 
no fit place for men to be. It is the glory of the church 
that it has woman’s support; and her hand is every- 
where holding up its banner and carrying it forward on 
its march around the world. “The Lord giveth the word: 
the women that publish the tidings are a great host.’’ 


The Presbyterian Banner 


January | 0, 1935 


Women’s Share In 


International Peace 
By MISS MICHI KAWAI 


Miss Kawai is one of Japan’s foremost women edu- 
cators and peace workers. She made a four months’ 
tour in our country and spoke with great accept- 
ance in over fifty cities. This was her last message 
before sailing for Japan on January 10 


T IS too trite to say that the Pacific ocean has be- 
come narrower and narrower as peoples of the world 
cross and re-cross it incessantly. The time will come 

very soon when airplanes may take passengers across 
the water and one may visit friends on the opposite 
shore simply for evening parties! Even now, radio en- 
ables us to talk to each other without bestirring our- 
selves and very soon television will help us to see each 
other while we talk by radio. It is most gratifying that 
each country is now studying about other lands and the 
children everywhere take much interest in things of for- 
eign countries. It is no longer from curiosity but from a 
great desire to know right things and appreciate other 
peoples’ culture that we are studying about foreign na- 
tions. However, mere knowledge alone does not con- 
struct friendship; on the contrary, our coming closer 
together often tends to bring friction. When we are sep- 
arate from one another, we have often exaggerated ideas. 
We praise other countries extravagantly in making them 
too beautiful or too visionary whereas when we know 
the true facts and daily life we are apt to feel our own 
superiority and look down upon others with contempt 
or even with jealousy and hatred. ‘‘Let us build bridges 
of appreciation, understanding and friendship.” The 
thing is how to build these bridges. Here comes the 
actual difficulty. 

Two years ago I was asked to write about the ac- 
tivities of Japanese Christian women at home by the 
Central Committee on the United Study of Missions in 
America. Mrs. Ochimi Kugushiro, a great social worker 
in Japan, whose father was a Christian worker for years 
among the Japanese in California, and I were able to 
produce a mission study book called ‘‘Japanese Women 
Speak.”’ Although the book was rather hastily written, 
as both of us are rather busy women, it is most gratify- 
ing to see how much this book is used among Christian 
women in this country. 


Invited to this Country 

The same committee invited me to come over to this 
country for a few months in order to bring the messages 
from our women to this country and also for me to learn 
what American women are doing for the cause of inter- 
national peace through different agencies, but espe- 
cially through churches and Christian organizations. I 


am more than surprised to note the cordiality and the 
sympathy and friendship existing in the hearts of Amer- 
ican women wherever I go. It is my responsibility, so 
to speak, when I return home in January, to release my- 
self for a while to travel throughout my country to tell 
our people how far your peace work has advanced and 
how eagerly you are working toward it, and especially 
about your desire to know real Japan. 


Importance of Sympathetic Understanding 

How important it is for us to have sympathetic un- 
derstanding when we deal with international things. 
Even in very simple, every-day affairs how we are 
often misled in judging others. Let us take this homely 
example: In a sultry country like mine, when our very 
intimate friends come to see us in the summer time, the 
hostess will greet them, saying, ‘“‘Welcome, do take a 
bath at once,” which, to Japanese, is the kindest wel- 
come, whereas American people will take it as kind of 
an insult, saying, “What does she mean? I am not 
dirty!” Again, the best welcome an American hostess 
could give to a tired visitor is to take him or her to a 
guest room and say, ‘‘Now, rest a while and let us visit 
later.”” The Japanese might say, “Do I look so sickly? 
I hope she won’t send for a doctor. I would rather have 
a cup of tea.’’ Even the very best intentioned welcome 
might be misunderstood unless we have imaginative un- 
derstanding. 

There are two ways of associating ourselves with 
things foreign: one from curiosity which says always, 
“How strange.” Another is from appreciation which 
says, ‘How interesting.” We must not forget to culti- 
vate the habit of appreciation toward everything beau- 
tiful, noble and wonderful of other nations, instead of 
trying to dig out everything ugly, distorted, even vice 
and wickedness. I call one the bird’s eye view and the 
other the ‘“‘worm’s-eye” view. Once when the Zeppelin 
flew over the Tokyo sky, people were almost beside 
themselves with excitement to see that wonderful, hu- 
man achievement, but my maid in the kitchen was more 
interested in looking after her boiling rice and coffee 
making that she did not come out to look at it when 
everybody was calling her to come out and gaze at this 
wonderful airship. To her the balloons which floated 
every day in midair for the purpose of advertisement 
for movies or bargain counter or restaurant were far 
more interesting than Zeppelins. There was no desire 
in her to know about the great works other people have 
contributed to the advancement of civilization. What 
she eats and sees to please her physical appetite were 
more important and more fascinating. Her point of view 
I call the worm’s-eye view. There are a great many 
people in the world like this; their lack of appreciation 
of other peoples’ achievement or indifference or even 
jealousy perhaps are the seeds of war. Why is it that we 
cannot cultivate our sense of appreciation and our spir- 
itual sight which sees through colors, customs, tradi- 
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THE NEED FOR A BULLETIN 


The number of those who are interested in the work of the Inde- 
pendent Board is steadily increasing. Friendly letters reach our office 
with encouraging frequency. Young people continue to apply to-us for 
service on the foreign field. Requests for information are continually 
coming in. Hence the Bulletin. 


Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Independent Board 
has commissioned and sent to the Orient three splendid young servants 
of God,—missionaries of the Cross. One thousand copies of the Corays’ 
first letter were printed. These were disposed of very rapidly. We were 
unable to supply the demand for news from our first missionaries. 
Hence the Bulletin. 


A life-and-death struggle between Modernism and truth is being 
waged in the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. Members of the 
Independent Board who are members of that denomination have been 
singled out for attack. Our friends want to know what is happening 
to these members. 


Modernist tyranny is attacking Christian liberty in the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A. The Independent Board has uplifted 
the banner of liberty. Our friends want to know how the tide of 
battle is going. Hence the Bulletin. 


Mission Study Text-books recommended by the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. are tainted with 
Modernism. What should loyal Presbyterian Missionary groups study? 
Will we kindly recommend sound books? Hence the Bulletin. 


The year 1935 is going to witness events of great doctrinal im- 
portance. The Independent Board must let its friends know just what 
is happening at home and on the missionary front. It must have a 
medium through which it can make known the important decisions 
which it has reached and the constructive, forward-looking policies 
which it has outlined. 


Above all, it must focus the attention of its Christian friends on 
the PIONEER FIELDS, where the name of Christ is unknown. Hence 
the Bulletin. 
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THE INDEPENDENT BOARD A PROTESTANT 
ORGANIZATION 


favs you wondered why there is an Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions? Compare the following passages, and 
you will understand. 


What Man Teaches What God Teaches 
‘What does the agony on Geth- ‘He was wounded for our 


semane reveal except that Jesus transgressions, | he was bruised for 
our iniquities.”” (Isaiah 53:5.) 


saw human existence so beautiful “O my Father, if ikibe possible 
that he could not bear to leave 1: this cup pass from me: never- 
it?’’ (From “Women and Mis- theless not as | will, but as thou 


sions,” April, 1934.) wilt.” (Matt. 26:39.) 


The first passage occurs in the official monthly magazine of the 
Woman's Committees of the Boards of Missions (including the Foreign 
Board) of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. The last two 
passages are found in the Word of God. 


The first passage is Modernism. The last two passages are the 
Truth of God. 


That the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. allows such a heretical statement to appear (without com- 
ment) in its official magazine is a clear indication that it is willing to 
countenance Modernism. 


Another example: (1) Nanking University is a union institution. 
(2) The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. cooperates with Nanking University (Minutes of Foreign 
Board, 1934, page 82). (3) Text-book on Religion at Nanking Uni- 
versity: Fosdick'’s, ‘“The Modern Use of the Bible.’’ (December, 1931, 
University of Nanking Bulletin, page 122.) 


It is such evidence as this that compelled loyal Presbyterians to 
form the Independent Board. 


There are at least three classes of Presbyterians. There is the 
class of those who are ‘“‘set for the defence of the Gospel.”’ There is, 
secondly, the class of those who are committed to the propagation 
of Modernism. There is, thirdly, the class of those who claim to be- 
lieve the Gospel, but who are determined that, no matter how seri- 
ously Modernism pervades the Boards of the Church, peace must be 
maintained at any price,—peace at the expense of purity of doctrine. 


The members of the Independent Board take their stand with 
those who constitute class one. They are “set for the defence of the 
Gospel.” As over against Modernism of all kinds, they insist that the 
Bible is the changeless Word of God. The Independent Board is a 
Protestant organization: it originated as a Protest against policies or 
teachings which contradict or minimize the everlasting Gospel o 
redemption through the blood of the Lamb of God. , 
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But the Independent Board came into being not only to Protest 
against Modernism, but also to Propagate the Gospel to which its 
members have pledged their loyalty. Our primary concern is that 
men everywhere, who are lost, dead in trespasses and sins, might hear 
the blessed Evangel of God’s grace, and come to know the Son of 
God as their personal Saviour and Lord. 


Nor do we mean anything vague by this declaration of purpose. 
We believe that “‘all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.” We believe that “‘the wages of sin is death.” We believe 
that God “hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” We believe that 
the old, old remedy, outlined years ago to the Philippian jailer, is the 
only way of salvation: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” 


Believing thus, we are determined, under the guidance of the 
igh arte to send out missionaries who are pledged to preach that 
ospel. 


¥ ¥ % * % 
WHY IS IT CALLED THE "INDEPENDENT" BOARD? 


Because, according to its Charter, it is independent of ecclesiasti- 
cal control. Its Charter expressly states that it is ecclesiastically inde- 
pendent. The word ‘“‘Independent’’ has been placed in the name of 
the corporation in order to emphasize that fact. 


Not all of the members of the Board are members of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. Dr. Henry M. Woods, one of our 
most loyal and enthusiastic members, is a minister of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. For many years he served as a missionary in 
China. Because of his first-hand knowledge of the desperate inroads 
Modernism has made in that country, Dr. Woods gladly joined the 
Independent Board. 


A These facts indicate that we are just as truly independent eccle- 
siastically as is, for example, the China Inland Mission. 


og % % % % 


WHY DOES THE WORD "PRESBYTERIAN" OCCUR 
IN OUR NAME? 


Because we believe that the Reformed Faith is the system of 
doctrine taught in the Bible. And we are determined that, the Lord 
willing, that Faith shall be preached to the uttermost ends of the earth. 


“Charitable organizations have been formed throughout the land 
which include the term ‘Presbyterian’ in their corporate titles, which 
receive contributions from Presbyterians and which yet are not re- 
sponsible to any judicatory of any church.”” (See ‘‘Fallacies—and 
Facts,’ published by the Independent Board.) 
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W* ARE very glad to be able to publish this timely article by 
the President of the Independent Board. The subject of the 
message is one which should be of vital interest to all who believe in 
the cause of Foreign Missions. 


% et + % + 


DESIGNATION OF GIFTS—A SNARE TO CHRISTIAN 
PEOPLE 


By J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


MY hia: shall be done by Christian people in churches whose mission 
boards are dominated by Modernism or indifferentism? Obvi- 
ously they cannot support a propaganda that is contrary to the gospel 
of Christ. What then shall they do with their missionary offerings? 


One answer to that question deserves special consideration. It is 
the answer that bids Christian people “‘designate’’ their gifts to sound 
missionaries under the Modernist or indifferentist boards. Those boards 
as a whole are unfaithful to their trust; but individual missionaries 
under them, it is said, are sound, and are worthy of support by 
Christian people. Can we not then support these sound missionaries 
even though they have the misfortune to be under unfaithful boards? 


That question is raised by many devout people. How ought it 
to be answered? 


The answer is really very plain. The question ought to be 
answered by a round and emphatic “No.” 


There are, it is true, special and temporary circumstances in 
which designated gifts to certain missionaries under unfaithful boards 
cannot at once be discontinued. Christian men and women on the 
mission field who have been depending for their support upon the 
truly Christian part of the churches whose boards have become un- 
faithful must not be allowed to starve. 


But what ought to be observed particularly is that that arrange- 
ment is at best temporary. It applies only to the transition period 
before some truly faithful missionary agency is able to take those 
sound missionaries over. It is nothing but a temporary makeshift. To 
make it a permanent policy would be disastrous. 


In the first place, it cannot possibly apply to any new mission- 
aries, but only to those who went out under the now unfaithful boards 
before the unfaithfulness of those boards had arisen or before it had 
been clearly demonstrated. No young man or young woman whose 
trust is in God rather than in men would want to enter into the 
compromising association involved in going out under a radically 
and demonstrably unfaithful board. 
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In the second place, when gifts are being designated to sound 
missionaries under unfaithful boards, great care ought to be taken in 
determining which missionaries are really “sound.” Is a missionary 
who knows that his board is making common cause with Modernist 
organizations and Modernist propaganda and who keeps quiet about the 
matter a sound missionary? 


The answer is “‘No.’’ Such a missionary is not a sound mission- 
ary but an unsound missionary, no matter how orthodox his own 
teaching in the circle of his own converts may be. He is no more sound 
than is a minister here at home sound if he preaches orthodox doc- 
trine on Sundays and then votes with the Auburn Affirmationists 
when the presbytery meets the next day. No, a man cannot be a 
sound missionary—at least not in the sight of God, no matter what 
the possibilities of fallible ecclesiastical discipline may be—if he goes 
on soliciting funds when he knows that those funds are going in part 
or in whole for a propaganda contrary to that for which Christian 
givers think they are going. To be a sound missionary in the full, 
high sense, he must present the facts to the board under which he 
is serving, to the General Assembly (if he is a member of one of 
the Presbyterian churches), and to the Christian public. 


In the third place—and this is perhaps most obvious and most 
important—designation of gifts is a delusion and a snare, no matter 
how truly “sound” the missionaries may be for whom the gifts are 
designated. If I designate my gifts to a sound missionary under an 
unsound board, that gift of mine releases the board from the neces- 
sity of supporting that sound missionary out of the general funds of 
the board. It therefore makes available just that much more money 
to be used as the board sees fit. If the board is a Modernist or in- 
differentist board that enables the board to carry on so much more 
of its Modernist or indifferentist propaganda. 


The only case in which such designation of gifts might hamper 
a Modernist or indifferentist board in its destructive propaganda would 
be the case where such a very large proportion of the gifts would 
be designated for sound missionaries that the board would have com- 
paratively little in the general fund to use for its own purposes. But 
then, you see, a church which would be sound enough to designate 
so very large a proportion of its gifts to sound missionaries would 
no doubt be sound enough to change the membership of the board 
and thus cause the board itself to be a sound board. Certainly the 
case does not apply to many of the churches whose boards have be- 
come unsound in recent years. It is a case that usually has purely 
academic and scarcely any practical interest. 


I am not saying that designation of gifts is no better at all than 
giving to the general funds of unsound boards. It has, perhaps, a 
certain “moral’’ value as a protest against the unsoundness of those 


boards. 


But what a miserable makeshift it is after all! It reminds us 
almost of ‘“‘By-path-Meadow’’ in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. That 
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meadow lay near—oh, so near—to the true path. But it led very far 
away indeed. So it is with this business of designating gifts. It seems 
to lie so near to the true road. It is so very easy to the feet. It offends 
nobody. It avoids all possibility of ecclesiastical discipline. There are 
many who are saying about it, as Christian said to Hopeful in Bun- 
yan’s allegory: “‘Here is the easiest going.’ But it is ““By-path- 
Meadow” after all, and those who walk in it will never have the richest 
blessing of God. God grant that we may get back from that “By- 
path-Meadow’”’ into the true, straight road. 


ATTEMPTS TO CRUSH OUR MOVEMENT 


[2reretiant Movements are never popular in the camp of those 
against whose policies or beliefs the Protest is levelled. There- 
fore the Independent Board has been severely attacked by the ecclesi- 
astical majority of one of the Presbyterian Churches, the Presbyterian 


Church in the U. S. A. 


And Gospel Propagating Movements are open to attack in the 
days of apostasy through which we are passing. Therefore the ene- 
mies of the Truth have arisen in wrath against us. 


They have opposed our Movement all along the line. For example: 


(1) When the general secretary, who was serving in West 
Africa under the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A., had his eyes opened to the way that Board was 
compromising with Modernism (reference is made here to the acute 
doctrinal crisis occasioned by the appearance of the anti-Christian 
“RE-THINKING MISSIONS,” to the Pearl Buck case, to the publi- 
cation of the 110-page document, entitled, ‘Modernism and the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.,”” by 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen, etc.), he tendered his resignation to the Board. 
The resignation was at first rejected, on the ground that for him to 
become general secretary of the Independent Board would be an act 
of disloyalty to the denomination of which he was a member. 


(2) When the work of the Independent Board began to be 
vigorously prosecuted, the General Assembly, contrary to Presby- 
terian procedure, ordered the members of the Board to sever their con- 
nections with it. Of course the members, being loyal Presbyterians, 
could not obey such an un-Presbyterian edict. 


(3) When our first missionary, the Rev. Henry W. Coray, was 
about to sail for China, the Presbytery of Lackawanna, to its ever- 
lasting shame, erased his name from its roll of ministers. Mr. Coray’s 
sole offense was that he was sailing under the auspices of the Inde- 


' pendent Board. 
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(4) When the President of the Independent Board, Dr. J. 
Gresham Machen, ever loyal to the Word of God and the Constitu- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., refused to resign from 


=e Pani the Presbytery of New Brunswick voted to try him “‘as a 
rebel. 


(5) When it was announced that the Corays were to study 
the Chinese language at Tenghsien, in the province of Shantung, the 
Executive Committee of the Shantung Mission (Presbyterian, U. S. A.) 
passed a resolution stating that the various stations of their Mission 
should not entertain missionaries of other Boards without the per- 
mission of the Mission and the Board in America. 


* SS % % 


But, while man has sought to hinder our work in every conceiv- 
able way, God has blessed it. For OUR CAUSE IS RIGHT. And Truth 
has a way of triumphing over error. Liberty has a way of triumphing 
over Tyranny. 


WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INDEPENDENT 
BOARD PREMATURE? 


There are some Presbyterians who are opposed to Modernism 
but who assert that the formation of the Independent Board was 
“unwise,” or “‘premature.”’ 


We find ourselves in strong disagreement with this viewpoint. 


The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded us to preach the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. The official missionary agency of the largest 
of the Presbyterian denominations in America is unsound. Some of us, 
therefore, cannot conscientiously contribute through that Board. Does 
that mean, then, that we cannot obey the command of the Captain of 
our Salvation? 


Indeed not. Some of us have a passion for the Reformed Faith. 
We are determined to see that Faith propagated throughout the earth. 
We want to support a Board which is dedicated to the propagation 
of that Faith. We must have such a Board; for the command of our Lord 
is valid and compelling in 1935. 


The attempt to remedy the situation through ecclesiastical pro- 


cedure failed at the General Assembly of 1933. 


How long then must we wait before it becomes “‘wise,’’ or 
“*timely,’’ to obey the Lord's injunction? 


The Editor of the “Independent Board Bulletin’’ was a theo- 
logical seminary student when the Auburn Affirmation was signed, 
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He is now a minister of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. He is 
deeply convinced that strong steps should have been taken against 
the Auburn Affirmationists eleven years ago. 


But there were doubtless leading conservatives in that day who felt 
that for them to seek to purify the Church of Modernism would be 
“‘unwise,”’ or “‘premature.”’ 


For eleven years, therefore, this Auburn Affirmation poison has 
been coursing through the blood-stream of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. 


Have we not learned our lesson? 


* * * * 


ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM OUR FRIENDS 


From all over the world people are encouraging us with expres- 
sions of interest and sympathy. During the month of December, 1934, 
such sentences as the following occurred in letters which were received. 
These quotations are given merely as examples: 


From a former missionary to Japan: ““This Board opens up a new channel 
for contributions whereby many can and will give who will not give 
through the official Board. . . . God bless and prosper this work which 


is being done in His name.” 


From Massachusetts: *‘] feel proud I can help you a little, and I am not 
disturbed if I become unpopular. Your Board is bound to succeed, 
because truth has a way of doing so.” 


From the State of Washington: ‘I am very much interested in and so glad 
of the New Board taking this stand for the Lord. We are depending 
on you for great things as the Lord leads. May He bless you all on 
this Board in His service.”’ 


From Ohio: *“Am sending my mission money and will finish your letter 
when | can. | want to be counted among those who are standing by 


the faith.” 


From Pennsylvania: *‘] am very glad to be a contributor to the ‘Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions,’ as | am in sympathy 
with it, and so dissatisfied with the regular channels of our Church 
giving. I think that | am doing right by following the dictates of 
my heart.”’ 


From Florida: ““Am delighted to know that it is possible now to feel sure 
that my own denomination has in it men who will no longer stand 
for the Pearl Buck kind of missionaries."’ 


From Arkansas: “‘] too rejoice that the Lord has called into service the 
new Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. Certainly 
it did not come one moment earlier than needed.” 
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DR. MACHEN TO BE TRIED 


Front page headlines in the New York Times of December 21, 
1934, read: “‘Presbytery to try Machen as Rebel.’’ Dr. Machen has 
refused to sever his connections with the Independent Board. That is 
his “‘offense.”’ It has actually come to this in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A.,—that persons who refuse to promote Modernism 
around the world, and who send out missionaries who will be true to 
the Word, must be brought to trial. 


Brief Statement of Dr. Machen's Position 


This statement occurs in a 97-page document prepared by Dr. Machen 
in connection with the action of the New Brunswick Presbytery. If you desire 
a copy of the document, please write the office of the Independent Board. 


‘““Having been ordered by the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A. to sever my connection with The Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, | desire to say, 
very respectfully: 


I. I cannot obey the order. 


A. Obedience to the order in the way demanded by the General 
Assembly would involve support of a progaganda that is contrary to 
the gospel of Christ. 


B. Obedience to the order in the way demanded by the General 
Assembly would involve substitution of a human authority for the 


authority of the Word of God. 


C. Obedience to the order in the way demanded by the General 
Assembly would mean acquiescence in the principle that support of 
the benevolences of the Church is not a matter of free-will but the 
payment of a tax enforced by penalties. 


D. All three of the above mentioned courses of conduct are 
forbidden by the Bible, and therefore I cannot engage in any of them. 
I cannot, no matter what any human authority bids me do, support a 
propaganda that is contrary to the gospel of Christ; I cannot substitute 
a human authority for the authority of the Word of God; and I 
cannot regard support of the benevolences of the Church as a tax 
enforced by penalties, but must continue to regard it as a matter of 
free-will and a thing with regard to which a man is responsible to 


God alone. 


Il. Though disobeying an order of the General Assembly, I have 
a full right to remain in the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
because | am in accord with the Constitution of that Church and can 
appeal from the General Assembly to the Constitution.” 
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AN AMAZING SITUATION 


In connection with the trial of Dr. Machen consider these facts: 


(1) Dr. Machen, in the opinion of the Editor of ““The Inde- 
pendent Board Bulletin,’ is the world authority on the subject of 
the historicity of the Virgin Birth of Christ. He has written a scholarly 
masterpiece of nearly four hundred pages on the subject. When the 
Editor was a student at the University of Berlin, Germany, a few years 
ago, he saw one of the German professors write Dr. Machen’s name 
on the blackboard as that of the world’s leading defender of the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord. 


(2) Dr. Machen is to be tried before a Judicial Commission, one 
of whose members is an Auburn Affirmationist. 


(3) Auburn Affirmationists have relegated the Virgin Birth of 
our Lord to the realm of the non-essential. 


(4) Here is the appalling situation: A stalwart defender of the 
Faith to be tried before one who removes central verities of the Faith 
from the church’s message. 


But that is not all. Should the case ever reach the Judicial Com- 
mission of the General Assembly, unless the personnel of that Com- 
mission is changed in the next year or two, Dr. Machen will then have 
to face four Auburn Affirmationist judges. 


(If you want to know just why the Auburn Affirmation is a 
heretical document, please write to the office of the Independent Board 
for a copy of a sermon on this subject.) 


% % *% - % 


Incidentally did you know that twelve missionaries serving under 
the auspices of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. are signers of the heretical Auburn Affirmation? 
At least two of these sailed for their fields after the Affirmation was signed. 
What a clear revelation of doctrinal indifferentism on the part of the 


Board! 


Presbyterian ministers, elders, and laymen simply must be in- 
formed as to the seriousness of the present crisis. 


We are seeking to inform them through this Bulletin. Do you 
know the names of some who should receive a sample copy of this 
publication? If you do, please send a list of such names to our office. 


Ten thousand copies of this first issue of the Bulletin have been 
printed and distributed. Our purpose is to give the LATEST NEWS 
each month with regard to the Independent Board. 
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NEWS FROM THE FRONT 


Our missionaries are now hard at work on the languages of the 
countries in which they are to serve. We are sure that they would 
greatly appreciate hearing from you. Their addresses are given below 
(5 cent stamp required). 


The Rev. and Mrs. Henry W. Coray, Home of Rest, 4 Hsiao Pao Fang 
Hutung, Peiping, China. 


Excerpts from the latest letter from the Corays: (under date of 
December 2, 1934) 


“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and we hope you will 
not strangle on our new address. It will be a surprise to you no doubt. 
A number of important considerations contributed to the move, the 
principal one being language study. The Pekinese or Mandarin dialect 
is rated the best and purest type of Chinese. It is said to be fundamental 
to a good knowledge of the northern tongue. Hence we decided to come 
to Peiping (or Pekin) although we had had a smattering of the 
language in Tenghsien. We shall probably be at the above address 
until summer. It is a Chinese home renovated and managed by Chris- 
tians. There is real companionship here. One of our warmest friends 
is Chancellor Kok of the Netherlands Legation who frequently preaches 
here on Sundays. Every Sunday afternoon services are held. This 
makes the Home of Rest the rallying-point for conservative Christians 
in the city. We are not attending the language school but a Chinese 
teacher comes in daily to instruct us. 


“We dreaded leaving Tenghsien. The dear people there were 
perfectly wonderful. They certainly know how to practice the hos- 
pitality of saints. We felt that we were among true friends. Dr. and 
Mrs. Dodd entertained us during our stay. One of their daughters is 
now at the Home of Rest, also studying the language. Some of the 
missionaries I had known before, Mr. and Mrs. MacLeod in college 
and Mr. and Mrs. Kepler in seminary. It is a large station. There are 
about twenty-four missionaries in all. Tenghsien is the seat of North 
China Theological Seminary, the largest seminary in China. It has an en- 
rollment of 145. The students are a fine, intelligent, consecrated group, 
well-trained and on fire to preach the true Gospel. We think of the 
school as the Westminster Seminary of China. It was formed as a 
protest against the Modernism in Cheeloo University. Dr. Watson 
Hayes is president. Then there is the Mateer Memorial Institute adjoin- 
ing the seminary which gives high school training to young people. 
There are also a leper colony, a hospital and an orphan’s home under 
station care. Besides these activities some of the missionaries are en- 
gaged in full-time evangelistic work and the students go out in preach- 
ing bands. You can well imagine that the station is a veritable spiritual 
bee-hive. One cannot recommend the work too highly. Incidentally the 
seminary is absolutely independent, receiving no help from the foreign 
board except the services of several missionary workers. The board 
vigorously opposed the forming of it some years ago but now refers to 
it as ‘our school.’ 
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“One of the greatest blessings we have received was in a Sunday 
morning service with lepers. Dr. Dodd ministers to the leper colony. 
What a sight it was to see these people come into the chapel singing 
the Twenty-third Psalm, lame, halt, blind, twisted, portions of their 
flesh eaten away. One does not think of them as lepers. The stigma 
of that dreadful disease is peculiarly absent. You look behind the 
maimed members and behold the pure, unsullied soul, blood-cleansed 
and perfectly restored. “The Lord is my Shepherd | shall not want.’ 
What a sermon! Exchange places with them for a moment. Can you 
sing those words? Can I? ‘Lord, thou knowest.’ Here on the front 
row is a man who has been in the Home from its beginning. He takes 
in the sermon as a hungry person takes in food. Tears course down his 
cheeks as he listens again to the old, old story. He has become a 
Christian since leprosy seized him. His testimony is that he thanks God 
for the disease because it has brought him to Christ. He goes back to 
his village to preach the Gospel. On his last visit fifty were converted. 
Do you wonder that we left the chapel feeling exceedingly humble? 


“You (the Editor of the Bulletin) and the Executive Committee 
will be glad to know that the reaction to the New Board is very 
encouraging, especially among Chinese leaders. Many have inquired 
about it. Without exception when | explain the situation, they rejoice 
at our stand. They are quick to discern the two types of religion 
sponsored by the Protestant Churches.” . 


% % % % 


The Rev. R. Heber Mcllwaine, Tokyo Y. M. C. A., Mitoshiro-cho, 
» Kanda Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 


Excerpts from Mr. Mcllwaine’s latest letter: (under date of 
December 7, 1934) (Note: Mr. McIlwaine was born in een at 


missionary parents. ) 


“My first Sunday in Japan, I went with my brother ‘Will’ to a 
little church in the Southern part of Tokyo. The pastor is a man, about 
my age, whom I knew as a boy, and whom my father baptized. I was 
unable to get any of the fine points of the sermon, but understood the 
general drift of the discourse. After the service I was duly introduced 
to the congregation, and had to get up and make my best bow. I have 
been attending that church each Sunday since, and have enjoyed it. 
The pastor is at present preaching sermons from the book of Romans 
at the morning service. They are in the main expository, but of neces- 
sity doctrinal. I have agreed to start in teaching a class of young people 
after the New Year. I hope that I will be able to get something across 
to them during the lesson period at the Sunday School. In addition, I 
have arranged to have Bible Study with the pastor every other week. 


“My work in the Language School has been quite interesting and 
helpful. I have had to concentrate on the learning of characters more 
than on anything else so far, for I am behind in that respect as com- 
pared to other phases of language study. | started in a little too 
enthusiastically, and for a night or two could see these characters or 
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letters floating around in the air, but I eased up a bit, and am learning 
them faster. It is a matter of constant review and repetition though. 
If I don’t review, | find that those that I thought were firmly fixed have 
slipped from memory. As | become more and more accustomed to 
their use, I trust that they will become fixed in my mind. 


“Last week being Thanksgiving week, I cut Language School for 
one day and went down to Nagoya to visit ‘Will.’ I had a most interest- 
ing time Sunday. We went by electric car about twenty miles to a 
village called Tsushima. This is one of ‘Will's’ out stations where a 
Japanese worker, or evangelist, is located. This man is a Seminary 
graduate who is not ordained because he is not the pastor of any 
church. However he is a man of firm convictions, truly evangelical, 
and is standing for the Truth against all opposition. There were two 
candidates for Baptism there, and ‘Will’ examined them publicly before 
the assembled group of about twenty people. I might say candidly 
that it was a more thorough examination than some of the public 
examinations some Presbyteries in the U. S. A. give to candidates for 
the ministry, though it might not have been as technical. There was 
no ignoring of vital questions such as the Virgin Birth, Vicarious 
Atonement, Bodily Resurrection, Anthropology and Christology. The 
answers to the questions were given without any hesitation, and I 
really was surprised myself at the clearness with which they were 
answered. There was no time taken up trying to frame ambiguous 
answers, nor were any Presbyters present who got up to move that 
the examination be sustained when any points of possible difference of 
opinion were touched upon, such as the true nature of the Resurrec- 
tion, etc. 


“During the ride back to Nagoya, I commented favorably upon 
the examination given the candidates for Baptism, and remarked that 
it was pretty thorough. ‘Will’ replied that it was not as thorough as 
some he had given, because this particular evangelist was very true 
and thorough in his teaching, and that when he was satisfied that the 
candidates were ready for Baptism they usually were. I neglected to 
mention further back, that something was said of being willing to 
suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, and the question was asked 
of the candidates if they were prepared to suffer for their faith, for 
they were assured that if they were truly faithful persecution was an 
inevitable consequence in Japan. 


“I received the following letter from the Secretary of the Japan 
Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern). 


‘My dear Mr. McIlwaine, 


The following recently became an action of our Mission:— 
‘That the Secretary be instructed to write Mr. Heber 
McIlwaine a letter in the name of the Mission, assuring him 
that as a son of the Mission, we welcome him heartily to 
Japan, and expressing our desire to help him in his work 
in any way within our power. 
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We surely are glad to have you here to help in bringing the mes- 
sage of Christ's saving and keeping power to the people of this land. 
You, who have been born in Japan and spent the years of your boy- 
hood and early youth here, are especially well fitted and equipped 
for this work and we trust that the Heavenly Father may mightily use 
you in winning souls for Him. 


Expressing to you in behalf of the Mission a hearty welcome and 
sincere best wishes, | am 
Cordially, 


(Signed) V2 Ssa0 


Secretary of the Japan Mission of 
the Presbyterian Church U. S.’ ”’ 


* % % % % 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE FRONTIER 


In the office of the general secretary of the Independent Board 
there hangs a map of the world. The unevangelized areas are col- 
ored in deep red. Day after day the map sends forth its silent testi- 
mony to the world's need of Christ. 


Somehow the red stands out so clearly that it seems that the 
whole world is bathed in the crimson of ignorance and superstition 
and sin. God has laid upon the members of the Independent Board 
a burden. That red map means need. It means that in the twentieth 
century there is a “Macedonian Call.’ It means that countless souls 
are perishing without hearing the Good News. It means that there is 
necessity for HASTE, in the prosecution of the King’s Business. 


The Independent Board is an attempt to plant the blood-stained 
banner of the cross in these areas of red. 


+ % % ~ 


A CALL TO PRAYER 


The members of the Independent Board are praying that God 
will send a REVIVAL into the ranks of the visible Church. 


That is the Need of the Hour,—a Heaven-sent Revival. 


Every Thursday noon, from 12.10 to 12.40, a service of prayer 
is held in the office of the Independent Board. We are praying that 
God will bless and protect our missionaries; that He will strengthen 
the members of the Board in the hour of their need; that He will give 
us courage and wisdom and tact; that He will make the enemies of 
the Cross see the error of their ways; that He will revive the Church; 
that He will enable us soon to send out more workers into the whitened 


fields. 
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Will you not join us from week to week in this ministry of inter-— 
cession? Please feel free to meet with us in the office. Or else, if you 
live at too great a distance to make your attendance possible, will 
you not unite with us in prayer at that hour wherever you happen 
to be? 


% % % % 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 
INDEPENDENT BOARD: 


(1) “Modernism and the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A.,”” by J. Gresham Machen. 

(2) ‘The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
—A Statement as to its Organization and Program,’’ by the General 
Secretary. 

(3) ‘‘Fallacies—and Facts,’ by H. McAllister Griffiths and 
Murray Forst Thompson. 

(4) ‘Have the Organizers of the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions Violated the Law of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A.>”” by Murray Forst Thompson. 

(5) ‘Action Taken by the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions at its Meeting on Friday, June 15, 1934.” 

(6) ““The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
—Side-lights upon Its Work and Witness,’ by the General Secretary. 

(7) “Statement to the Committee of the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick,”” by J. Gresham Machen. 


These documents may be obtained free of charge upon applica- 
tion to the office of the Independent Board. 


* * % * 


The subscription rate for ““The Independent Board Bulletin” is 
FIFTY CENTS a year. All donors toward our work will be mailed 
the Bulletin free of charge. 


We have heard it suggested that it is difficult to send FIFTY 
CENTS through the mails. This difficulty may be eliminated in at least 
two ways: ; 


(1) Send fifty cents in stamps. 
(2) Enter two subscriptions for the Bulletin, and have the second 
copy mailed regularly to a friend. 
% * x * 
Information relative to the cost of supporting a missionary under 
the Independent Board will be gladly furnished on request. 


Contributions to the Independent Board should be addressed to 
Murray Forst Thompson, Esq., Treasurer, Room 1531, Twelve South 
Twelfth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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163 INSTITUTE PLACE 
CHICAGO JAMES M. GRAY, EpITor 


CLARENCE H. BENSON . 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

ERNEST D. CHRISTIE, 
PUBLICATION MANAGER 


January 22, 1935 


Dr. Stewart M. Robinson 
The Presbyterian 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


Dr. Gray has referred your letter to me, but ab- 
sence from the office has prevented an earlier response. 


We have had The Presbyterian in our home as long 
as I can remember. In fact, my father was the pastor of 
the church in Missouri of which Dr. Craig's father was 
elder,and it was during his pastorate that the young man 
united with the church. I believe I have already written 
the editors my appreciation of their loyalty to the doc- 
trines for which the Presbyterian Church stands. 


The All Bible Graded Series has been literally 
called into existence. It was not the purpose of the 
class in Curriculum Making at the Moody Bible Institute 
to prepare its outlines of a model course for the public, 
but because of the substitution of methodology for Bible 
in our denominational lessons, hundreds of requests came 
for the publication of our work. fhe old International 
Graded lessons published by the Westminster Press were 
excellent, and I was accustomed to recommending them 
with pleasure. ‘When the board substituted the new ex- 
perience-centered lessons I specially requested that the 
orthodox constituency of our denomination be permitted 
to use the old system, which was so satisfactory. This, 
however, they refused to do, so you see of necessity the 
All Bible Graded course has been drawn into service. 


We have been overwhelmed with the response that 
has already been given in the last four months. Many 
large Presbyterian churches, including the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Duluth, Minn., the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tacoma, ‘Jash., and the Ehglewood Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, have already introduced them. We do 
not wish to be combative, and perhaps the less said in 
comparison with the present lessons of our denomination 
the better. It can be pointed out, however, that this is 
@ model course which has been arrived at only after ex- 
amining the material of all existing curricula and build- 
ing up a system that will provide comprehensive, consecu- 
tive and complete instruction in the Bible. We have ad- 
hered closely to the principles of curriculum making, and 
in all instances conformed to the psychological and peda- 
gogical laws which govern the development of the child and 


adolescent. <A special feature is the absence of the print- 
ed text, which makes it necessary for teacher and pupil 
alike to use their Bibles. 


Cordially and fraternally yours, 


sere “Olin Sse 
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THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


eye OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. A. 


HaroLtp McA, ROBINSON, GENERAL SECRETARY 


OFFICE OF THE 


Revehall Cecretiny 825 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
January 30, 1935. 


Dr. Stewart M. Robinson, 
The fresbyterian, 
1217 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
My dear Stewart: 
Thank you for your letter of January 28th and the two let= 
ters, which I am returning. 
We are doing everything we can to stiffen up the testimony 


of our Board to evangelical Christianity. I wish I could agree with 


Mr. Benson in what he says, but I cannot do it. I do not think that 


~ ae 
Le 


the comparisons he draws between the od Bible Graded Series and our 
materials are fair. 

I believe with you that the tide is turning back and I em 
glad of it. So far as Dr. Williams’ letter is concerned, however, 
I cannot see that he can aid the return of the tide by force. It will 
come "not by might nor by power," 

Sometime I would like to talk over the whole situation with 
youe Thanks for keeping in touch with me. 


S) rely yours, rn 


Harold McAfee Robinson 
General Secretary 


CABLE ADDRESS, “INCULCATE NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATIIND ©- 8099 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY mk January 31,1935 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
25 Kempshal Place, 
Elizabeth,N.J. 


My dear Stewart, 


I believe John Bowman has sent you copies of his three 
letters of December 24th addressed to me,but I do not know whether 
he has sent you his additional letter of January Srd,or any copy 
of Dr. Dodds' letter of January 3rd with the report of Dr. Dodds! 
conference with Dr. Bowman,which Dr. Bowman writes is a correct 
report. 


I enclose herewith a copy of a letter which I have just 
written to Dr. Bowman and with this I think it is probably best 
that the whole matter should be allowed to drop. It would not be 
possible to make any public reference to it in the light of the 
criss-crossing positions of Dr. Bowman's letters,and any further 
discussion in the light of these letters would do no good and 
might only aggravate whatever harm may have been done already. 


V Sincerely yours, 


RES3:C. 
Ene. 


